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As described in a previous KITS Newsletter
article, The Kansas Infant Toddler Services
developed a State Systemic Improvement Plan
(SSIP) as required by the Office of Special
Education Programs. Kansas is now in the
initial implementation and scaling up activities
as outlined in Phase II of the overall plan. An
infographic was created to illustrate the
various milestones that have been achieved to
date (see page 3).
As part Phase II and of scaling up the initiative,
KS-ITS identified 10 new programs to begin
the SSIP process and asked them to identify a
Local Leadership Team (LLT) to attend four
face-to-face meetings facilitated by Kansas
Inservice Training System (KITS) staff. At
these meetings, the LLTs engage in activities to
increase their awareness of the overall SSIP
and gain an understanding of how their work
at the local level will lead to specified
outcomes. A significant amount of time is
devoted to individual team time, where the
LLTs have an opportunity to reflect and
establish a working hypothesis, and create
action plans to be carried out and monitored in
an effort to improve social emotional
outcomes for infants/toddlers. These teams
have met on two occasions, and will meet
again in February and in April. In August,
2017, the 17 remaining infant toddler
programs will be added to the scaling up
activities, and will be asked to identify and
send their own Local Leadership Teams to
engage in similar work.
The State Leadership Team (SLT) members
have also been sharing and collecting
information from various stakeholder groups.
One such group has been the Children with
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Special Health Care Needs Family Advisory
Council. Many of these parents have
participated in Part C with their children, and
have shared various ideas and viewpoints on
SSIP activities that have been used to inform
decisions along the way. A SLT member
routinely attends these meetings as a way to
stay informed about the council’s important
work and engage in ongoing bi-directional
communication. This communication allows
the SLT to be in a position to adapt or modify
specific SSIP activities as warranted.
Evaluation activities have been ongoing,
analyzed and reported to OSEP as part of SSIP
Phase III application which is due April 1st of
this year. Most of the activities to date have
focused on the plans being carried out by the
initial three tiny-k programs (Russell Child
Development Center, Shawnee County Infant
Toddler, and Wyandotte County Infant
Toddler), and scale up activities with the 10
new programs. Data has also been collected as
a part of specific training activities, and Master
Coach events. Evaluation information and
stakeholder input collected to date has been
analyzed and used to determine adaptations or
modifications needed to the SSIP.
Submitted by Misty Goosen (785-864-0725) or
email ( mistyg@ku.edu ) for more specific
information about the SSIP and upcoming
activities.

Just For Families
Whether it is a family camping trip or a visit to a
foreign country, routines provide the two key
ingredients necessary for learning: relationships
and repetition.
For most of us, our lives involve a series of
patterns—routines we perform almost every day,
like stopping at the same place each day for coffee
on the way to work. This is also very true for
babies and toddlers. While we play a part in
creating routines in our children’s lives, we may
not fully realize the role they play in young
children’s development. Some areas/events that
can be impacted include:
• Routines and Self Control
• Routines and Power Struggles
• Routines and Safety
• Routines and Social Skills
• Routines and Transitions
• Routines and Parental Happiness
• Routines and Learning
More information availiable at:
https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/223creating-routines-for-love-and-learning
Submitted by Kim Page, 620-421-6550, ext. 1638,
kpage@ku.edu

April is Autism Awareness Month
Celebrate diverse learners with the following
books featuring a character with autism.
•
•
•
•
•

Leah’s Voice by Lori DeMonia
Keisha’s Doors by Marvie Ellis
Taco’s Anyone by Marvie Ellis
Ian’s Walk by Laurie Lears
My Brother Charlie by Holli Robinson Peete
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Subscribers to the KITS Infant-Toddler or Preschool Program listservs receive informational
emails about professional development opportunities, job openings, and other resources.
Find out more or subscribe today at http://kskits.org/listserv/
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2016 Determinations for tiny-k Programs
Every time an IFSP is filled out on-line or the
database pages are updated, program staff are
contributing to the data that will be used for
Federal and State reporting. The quality of the
reporting depends on the timeliness and
accuracy of the data entered. Each year, the data
manager at the Kansas Department of Health
and Environment, Infant Toddler Services
(KDHE-ITS) analyzes the data and completes the
State Performance Plan/ Annual Performance
Report (SPP/APR) to the Offices of Special
Education Programs (OSEP). The annual report
consists of Performance Indicators that measure
child and family results and Compliance
Indicators that measure adherence to the
requirements of IDEA. In response to this and
other data, OSEP provides
Indicator
1. Timely Service
Delivery
2. Settings
3. Child Outcomes

4. Family
Outcomes

5. Child Find, ages
Birth to 1
6. Child Find, ages
Birth to 3
7. Timeliness of
IFSP
8. Early
Childhood
Transition
9. Hearing
Requests
Resolved
10. Mediation
Agreements

a state determination on how well Kansas is
implementing the requirements of IDEA Part C.
OSEP also requires states to make determinations
of their local program’s implementation of Part C
services. The same APR data, along with other
sources of information, is used to issue local
determinations to each of the tiny-k programs.
Other sources of information include
consideration of results of the annual IFSP
review, correction of prior non-compliance, and
results of the annual fiscal audit.
Determinations are based largely on the
program’s performance on the SPP/ARP
Indicators.
The Part C SPP/APR Indicators are:

Definition
The timeliness of services delivered following the completion of an IFSP.
In Kansas, this is 30 days.
A measure of natural environments (home and community) vs. other
types of settings (clinic)
The three “ECO” outcomes, children showing improved:
A. Positive social emotional skills
B. Acquisition and use of knowledge and skills
C. Use of appropriate. Behaviors to meet their needs.
Family report of effectiveness of early intervention services they
received.
A. Know their rights
B. Effectively communicate their child’s needs
C. Help their children develop and learn
% of children 0-1 with IFSP’s compared to national data
% of children 0-3 with IFSPs compared to national data
Evaluation, assessment, and initial IFSP within 45 days of referral.
Timely transition timelines
A. Develop IFSP with transition steps (Transition planning)
B. Notification of potential eligibility (referral to Part B)
C. Transition Conference
Hearing requests settled through resolution session settlement
agreements.
% of mediation agreements in the reporting period.
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State plan for improving results for infants and toddlers with disabilities
and their families. In Kansas, focus is Social Emotional development.

Indicators 1,7, and 8 are compliance indicators.
OSEP sets the target for these indicators and
state’s report on their efforts to meet these
targets. Indicators 2,3,4,5, 6, and 11 are
performance Indicators. These performance
indicators have the target set by the state. The
target must be based on baseline data and
increase over the five years of a state’s
performance plan. Baselines and targets can be
adjusted by the state within specific limitations
and with justification. Indicators 9 and 10 are also
performance items but do not have targets. They
are the reporting of the formal complaints in the
State system.
Data Sheets and Determination Letters
Annually, local programs receive a data sheet and
a determinations letter. The data sheet lists the
state’s target percentages for each Part C Indicator
in one column and the local program’s
percentages in another column. A third column
provides a descriptor statement, called a
determinations category, which compares
determinations category, which compares the
local program’s performance to the state target.
Meets
Requirements/
Meets Target
Needs
Assistance/
Below Target
Needs
Intervention/
Below Target
Needs
Substantial
Intervention/
Below Target

Determination categories for compliance
indicators include meets requirements, needs
assistance, needs intervention or needs
substantial intervention. Performance
indicators meet target or are below target.
Sometimes, a local percentage is below target,
but not at a level indicating a statistically
meaningful difference from the target and a
meets requirements or meets target is assigned.
For a few programs, the sample size of the
indicator is so small that the comparison to the
target is not possible. A notation to that effect
would be entered as a descriptor statement.
Determination categories assigned to each
indicator are based on the history of compliance
for that indicator over the past several years.
Each category is assigned points based on the
length of time that a program has been below
the target. Beginning in FY 2016, Kansas
included Performance Items as well as
Compliance Items in the rubric. FY 2016 is from
data collected from July 1, 2015 to June 30,
2016.
The indicator determination categories are:

Local performance is at or above the required
percentage for the given indicator.
0 points
Local performance on a given indicator is below
the required percentage for one or two consecutive
years
Local performance on a given indicator is below
the required percentage for three consecutive years.

1 points
2 points

Local Performance on a given indicator is below
the required percentage for four consecutive years.
3 points
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A local program’s Annual Program Determination is
assigned by taking the total of the points accumulated
by the compliance indicator categories and applying
the state rubric below:
Local Program Determination Composite Scoring
Meets Requirements
0 points
Needs Assistance
1 – 4 points
Needs Intervention
5 – 8 points
Needs Substantial Intervention > 9 points
Example:
A program’s data sheet includes the following
compliance indicator determination categories:
Indicator 1: Meets Requirements
Indicator 4a. Below Target
Indicator 4b. Meets Target
Indicator 4c. Below Target
Indicator 7: Needs Assistance
Indicator 8: Intervention

0 points
1 point
0 point
1 point
1 point
2 points

The total of the indicator categories is 5.
would be assigned an Using the state Local Program
Determination Composite Scoring rubric above, the
program would be assigned an Annual Program
Determination of Needs Intervention. This would be
the designation provided to the program in their
Determinations Letter.

Spotlight on Infants and
Toddlers
Quality child development programs
for infants and toddlers tailor their care to meet
the particular characteristics and developmental
needs of this age group. This collection of
engaging articles from NAEYC's journal Young
Children provides relevant and current
information for anyone who works with or in
support of infants and toddlers and their families.
Authors offer practical, research-based strategies

What Needs to Happen Next
All Indicators on the Data Sheet that are scored as
“Needs Assistance”, “Needs Intervention”, “Needs
Substantial Intervention” or “Below Target” must
be addressed in the program’s next Grant
Application. This includes both the Performance
Indicators and the Compliance Indicators. The
Continuous Improvement Plan (CIP) is used to
summarize the program’s planned response to
the indicator over the coming year. The
Determinations Letter may recommend or
require technical assistance from the Kansas
Inservice Training System (KITS) prior to the
completion of the Grant Application CIP.
The CIP includes the program’s report of how they
are addressing the identified concerns. It is
possible that a program has already developed a
Corrective Action Plan or KITS Technical
Assistance Plan in response to the Annual Review
process that occurs at about the same time as the
Determinations process. If so, that information
will be helpful in addressing the questions on the
CIP. KITS Technical Assistance Plans may also be
requested by the program as a way to address
Indicators that were below the target percentage.
Submitted by Barbara Kramer (928) 379-0127 or
email bkramer@ku.edu for more information.

and observations of these very young children in
action. The book includes study guides with many
of the articles, as well as a comprehensive
resource list.
Individual study guides accompany many of the
articles. The guides include questions and
activities that invite reflection and build on the
content of selected articles. Teacher educators and
professional development specialists will find the
study guides useful tools for facilitating learning.
Readers also can use the study guides on their
own or in discussion with colleagues or fellow
students.
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Spotlight on Infant and Toddlers is available and
may be borrowed from the KITS Early Childhood
Resource Center. Contact Kim Page at
resourcecenter@ku.edu or (620) 421-6550, ext.
1638.
Contact the KITS
Early Childhood Resource Center
(620) 421-6550 ext. 1651
Toll free in Kansas: (800) 362-0390 ext. 1651
Email: resourcecenter@ku.edu.
Our entire catalog is searchable online at
KITS ECRC or http://kskits.org/ecrc/

New to the ECRC
Council for Professional Recognition. (2105). Child
development associate essentials for working
with young children. Washington, DC. Council
for Professional Recognition.
Council for Professional Recognition. (2106). Child
development associate home visitor edition CDA
competency standards. Washington, DC.
Council for Professional Recognition.
Copeland, T. (2004). Family Child Care Legal and
Insurance Guide: how to reduce the risks of
running your business. St. Paul, MN. Redleaf
Press.
Copeland, T. (1999). Family child care: inventory
keeper. St. Paul, MN. Redleaf Press.
Copeland, T. (2006). Family child care contracts
and policies: how to be businesslike in a caring
profession. St. Paul, MN. Redleaf Press.
Copeland, T. (2008). Family child care money
management & retirement guide. St. Paul, MN.
Redleaf Press.
Copeland, T. (2009). Family child business planning
guide. St. Paul, MN. Redleaf Press.
Copeland, T. (2012). Family child care marketing
guide. St. Paul, MN. Redleaf Press.
Copeland, T. (2014). Family child care recordkeeping guide. St. Paul, MN. Redleaf Press.

Hurley, D. (2013). Family child care: guide to visits,
inspections, and interviews. St. Paul, MN.
Redleaf Press.
Powers, J. (2016). Parent engagement in early
learning: strategies for working with families. St.
Paul, MN. Redleaf Press.
Croft, C. (2017). Caring for young children with
special needs. St. Paul, MN. Redleaf Press.
Petty, K. (2016). Developmental milestones of
young children. St. Paul, MN. Redleaf Press.
Stecklein, K. (2010). Recognizing common illnesses
in early childhood settings. St. Paul, MN. Redleaf
Press.
Gadzikowski, A. (2013). Challenging exceptionally
bright children in early childhood classrooms. St.
Paul, MN. Redleaf Press.
Hendricks, C. (2016). Medical emergencies in early
childhood and school-age settings. St. Paul, MN.
Redleaf Press.
McClelland, M. & Tominey, S. (2016). Stop, think,
act: integrating self-regulation in the early
childhood classroom. New York. Routledge,
Taylor & Francis Group.
Seligman, M.; Reivich, K.; Jaycox, L. & Gillham, J.
(2007). The optimistic child: a proven program
to safeguard children against depression and
build lifelong resilience. New York. Houghton
Mifflin.
Hendricks, C. & Pettibone, M. (2015). Disaster
planning and preparedness in early childhood
and school-age care settings. St. Paul, MN.
Redleaf Press.
Derman-Sparks, L. & Olsen Edwards, J. (2010).
Anti-bias education for young children and
ourselves. Washington, DC. NAEYC.
Dombro, A.; Jablon, J. & Stetson, C. (2011).
Powerful interactions: how to connect with
children to extend their learning. Washington,
DC. NAEYC.
Isbell, R. & Yoshizawa, S. (2016). Nurturing
creativity: an essential mindset for young
children’s learning. Washington, DC. NAEYC.
Epstein, A.; Gainsley, S.; Lockhart, S.; Marshall, B.;
Neill, P. & Rush, K. Small-group times to scaffold
early learning. Ypsilanti, MI. Highscope.
Stone-MacDonald, A.; Wendell, K.; Douglass, A. &
Love, M. (2015). Engaging young engineers:
teaching problem-solving skills through STEM.
Baltimore, MD. Brookes.
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Howell, J. & Reinhard, K. (2015). Rituals and
traditions: fostering a sense of community in
preschools. Washington, DC. NAEYC.
Heroman, C. (2017). Making & tinkering with
STEM: solving design challenges with young
children. Washington, DC. NAEYC.
Mayer, G. & Kuklierus, A. (2003). What to do when
your child gets sick. La Habra, CA. Institute for
Healthcare Advancement.
Mackrain, & Poyner, N. (2013). Building your
bounce: simple strategies for a resilient you.
Lewisville, NC. Kaplan Early Learning.
Ginsburg, K. & Jablow, M. (2015). Building
resilience in children and teens: giving kids
roots and wings. Elk Grove Village, IL.
American Academy of Pediatrics.
Edwards, C.; Gandini, L. & Forman. G. (Eds.).
(2012). The hundred languages of children: the
Reggio Emilia experience of transformation.
Santa Barbara, CA. Praeger.
Hong, A. (2010). Little kids, big worries: stressbusting tips for early childhood classrooms.
Baltimore, MD. Brookes.
Copple, C.; Bredekamp, S.; Koralek,D. & Charner, K.
(Eds.). (2013). Developmentally appropriate
practice: focus on infants and toddlers.
Washington, DC. NAEYC.
Derry Koralek, Linda Groves Gillespie, (Eds.).
(2011). Spotlight on infants and toddlers.
Washington, DC. NAEYC.

Coordinator’s Corner
The Federal Fiscal Year (FFY)
2017 Kansas Infant-Toddler
Grant Application under Part C of
IDEA is currently out for review,
with a public comment period of
60 days beginning February 15,
2017. In order to be assured
consideration in this grant process,
recommendations and/or comments will be
accepted during this 60-day period and must be
submitted on or before April 18, 2016. Comments
and recommendations can be submitted by mail at
the address listed in the Request for Comments, or
by email to heather.staab@ks.gov. Both the draft

Federal Grant Application and the Request for
Comments may be reviewed on the KDHE InfantToddler Services website at www.ksits.org.
In addition to the Federal Grant, many exciting
events and activities are underway here at KDHE
Infant-Toddler Services:
• We have a new Part C Fiscal Analyst –
Belinda Sanders! Belinda brings a wealth of
fiscal knowledge, as well as a love for
Infant-Toddler Services, and experience as
a family member of a Part C early
intervention team.
• Also new to the Part C team is Jordan
Christian, our Kansas Interagency
Coordinating Council staff member. Jordan
has begun reaching out to Local
Interagency Coordinating Councils and is
excited to attend LICC meetings across the
state this year!
• A big thank you to the United Methodist
Health Ministry Fund for supporting 6
Kansas Part C Infant Toddler service
providers to attend training and become
certified in an evidence based intervention
called Attachment and Biobehavioral
Catch-up (ABC). This program has been
very successful at improving outcomes for
foster care and families with high risk
factors and children and we look forward
Part C involvement.
• Kansas Part C Phase III State Systemic
Improvement Plan (SSIP) will be submitted
to the U.S. Department of Education by
April 3rd. Many hours of hard work,
analysis and reflection have gone into the
SSIP – thank you to everyone who has
contributed to this important endeavor!
• March 30th and 31st – Spring Combo
Meetings for Family Services Coordinators
and Part C Coordinators in Newton, Kansas.
• Part C Coordinators:
o Local Part C Grants are due on April
20th. Please call 785-296-6135 if you
have questions or reach out to your
KITS technical service provider.
o Data for January 1, 2017-March 31,
2017 should be marked ready by
April 30th.
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The U.S. Department of Education is
seeking feedback on the new IDEA website.
Visit
https://sites.ed.gov/osers/2017/03/depar
tment-of-education-seeks-comments-onnew-idea-website/ if you would like to
review the website and submit comments
and suggestions.
In January, the U.S. Department of
Education released a resource guide on
supporting immigrant and refugee children
in early education: Resource Guide:
Building a Bright Future for All: Success in
Early Learning Programs and Elementary
School for Immigrant Families
https://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/foc
us/early-learning-teacher-and-parentresource-guide.pdf. The American
Federation of Teachers has produced a
resources guide as well: Immigrant and
Refugee Children: A Guide for Educators
and School Support Staff
http://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/im_
uac-educators-guide_2016.pdf.

Application of Best Practices in
Early Intervention 2017
Infant Toddler Services of Johnson County (ITS
of JC) is recognized for the application of best
practice in utilization of the teaming within the
Primary Service Provider Approach. Through
active collaboration and shared responsibility
each team member supports others in the
application of the primary service provider model.
The framework for team meetings consists of
logistics, facilitations, and participation
interactions style. These components are
identified as critical factors in successful team
planning and meetings. This program has set aside
specific time and resource that allows each of
their identified intervention teams to meet and
consult with each other as they build capacity of
each member to support families and provide
intervention in everyday routines and activities.

Heather Staab
Director, Infant Toddler/Part C Services
Kansas Department of Health and Environment

6 Life Lessons Learned
from Preschool Children
1.
2.
3.
4.

Laugh at yourself.
Tell the Truth.
The significance of the human touch.
Preschool is a time when all children can
be carefree.
5. Maintain delight and wonder in learning.
6. Live by example.
Excerpt from www.tictacteach.com by Vicki
Palmer

Contact: Monica Ross, Infant Toddler Services of
Johnson County, 6400 Glenwood, Suite 205,
Overland Park, KS 66202, phone: 913.432.2900 x
123. email: monica.ross@itsjc.org

